AMERICA IS EXPERIENCING A HOUSING
AFFORDABILITY CRISIS
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In only 12 counties can a full-time worker earning minimum wage afford a one-bedroom
rental home (NLIHC, 2017)
The 2017 national Housing Wage is $21.21 per hour for a two-bedroom rental home, or
more than 2.9 times higher than the federal minimum wage of $7.25 per hour. The 2017
Housing Wage for a one-bedroom rental home is $17.14, or 2.4 times higher than the
federal minimum wage (NLIHC, 2017)
Almost 10 million ELI households are cost-burdened (paying more than 30% of their
income toward housing) and 8 million are severely cost-burdened (paying more than
50% of their income toward housing) (NLIHC, 2015)

The number of households with “worst-case housing needs” – that is, households with
very low incomes that either pay more than half their income for rent or live in severely

substandard housing, and receive no aid – has risen by 66% since 2001 (Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, 2017).

73% OF EXTREMELY LOW-INCOME RENTERS SPEND MORE THAN HALF
OF THEIR INCOME FOR HOUSING.
— CENTER ON BUDGET AND POLICY PRIORITIES, 2015

UNAFFORDABLE HOMES DRIVE POOR
PEOPLE DEEPER INTO POVERTY, DEPRIVE
THEM OF OTHER NECESSITIES, AND LIMIT
THEIR CHANCES OF CLIMBING OUT OF
POVERTY
●

Affordable housing frees up more family income for other necessities, such as nutritious
food, transportation, health care, and savings. According to the H
 arvard Joint Center for
Housing Studies, affordable housing enables families to spend nearly five times more on
healthcare, a third more on food, and twice as much on retirement savings.
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When families struggle to pay rent, they face greater risks of instability, eviction, and even
homelessness, which research links to food insecurity, poor health, lower cognitive scores and
academic achievement, and more frequent foster care placement among children (see sector
pages for more detail)

FEDERAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE SUPPORTS
SENIORS, FAMILIES, AND OTHERS BUT IT IS
CHRONICALLY UNDERFUNDED, POORLY
MATCHED TO NEED, AND FACES
UNPRECEDENTED THREATS
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Housing assistance raised 4 million people out of poverty in 2012, including 1.5 million
children (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities).
Rental assistance sharply reduces housing instability and homelessness, which reduces
families’ risks of food insecurity, domestic violence, and family separations (HUD Family
Options Study, 2015)
Rental assistance enables families to live in safe neighborhoods with quality schools,
which improves children’s chances of attending college and earning more as adults, and
reduces their chances of becoming single parents (Chetty 2015)
Federal housing expenditures are poorly matched to need and overwhelmingly benefit
homeowners, not renters (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)
Only 1 in 4 needy households receive rental assistance due to funding limitations (Center
on Budget and Policy Priorities, 2017)
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Recent housing cuts continue 20 years of federal disinvestment (Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities)
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