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ANTI-DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ADVOCATES 
ARE HOUSING ADVOCATES

Domestic violence can cause housing instability and homelessness for 
women and their children.

“Victims of domestic violence struggle to find permanent housing after fleeing abusive 
relationships. Many have left in the middle of the night with nothing but the clothes on their 
backs, and now must entirely rebuild their lives. As long-term housing options become scarcer, 
victims are staying longer in emergency domestic violence shelters. As a result, shelters are 
frequently full and must turn families away.” Quoted from National Network to End Domestic 
Violence

“Among homeless mothers with children, more than 80 percent previously experienced 
domestic violence.” (Aratani, 2009)

In a study examining housing problems and homelessness after separation in a sample of 110 
women who had experienced domestic violence, 38% reported homelessness (Baker, Cook & 
Norris 2003). 

“A victim of domestic violence will often leave an abuser multiple times before finally escaping 
the violence, therefore, experiencing multiple periods of homelessness” (Browne & Bussuk, 
1997). “ Quoted from National Network to End Domestic Violence

Survivors report that, if a domestic violence shelter did not exist, the consequences would have 
been severe: becoming homelessness; losing everything (including children); taking desperate 
actions; or continued abuse/risk of death. (Lyon, Lane & Menard, 2008).
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www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/225025.pdf

https://nnedv.org/content/housing-policy/
https://nnedv.org/content/housing-policy/
http://www.nccp.org/publications/pdf/text_888.pdf
http://socialsciences.people.hawaii.edu/publications_lib/domestic violence and housing.pdf
http://socialsciences.people.hawaii.edu/publications_lib/domestic violence and housing.pdf
https://nnedv.org/?mdocs-file=6722
https://vawnet.org/sites/default/files/materials/files/2016-08/MeetingSurvivorsNeeds-FullReport.pdf
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Survivors of Domestic Violence Face Many Barriers to Safety

Source: Safe Housing Partnerships 

“Abusers commonly sabotage a victim’s economic stability, making victims more vulnerable 
to homelessness. Many victims and survivors of domestic violence have trouble finding rental 
properties because they may have poor credit, rental, and employment histories as a result of 
their abuse (Reif & Krisher, 2000).” Quoted from  National Network to End Domestic Violence

“Another study in 2008 found that 65% of the test applicants looking for housing on behalf 
of a domestic violence survivor were either refused housing entirely or were offered more 
unfavorable lease terms and conditions than a non-victim.” (The Equal Rights Center, 2008).  
Quoted from National Network to End Domestic Violence

For more information, please visit www.opportunityhome.org

Poor Credit & Ruined 
Rental Histories 

Lack of Steady Employment 

Housing Discrimination Loss of Subsidized
or Other Affordable 
Housing

Often caused by abusers running up 
credit card bills or lying about paying 
rent, utilities, childcare and other 
bills. This affects a survivors’ ability 
to pass a landlord background check. 

The most common cases of this occur when landlords 
evict victims from housing due to repeated calls to the 
police or property damage caused by the abuser. 

Caused when victims are forced to miss work as a 
result of violence, or are fired as a result of stalking and 
harassment that occurs at the workplace. 

Caused by lease or voucher 
policy violations committed by 
the abuser.

http://opportunityhome.org
https://safehousingpartnerships.org/sites/default/files/2017-05/SHP-Homelessness and DV Inforgraphic_1.pdf
https://nnedv.org/?mdocs-file=6722
https://nnedv.org/?mdocs-file=6722

